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AGRICULTURAL PATTERN

%+ Agriculture is the process of producing food for people, fodder for cattle, fiber and many
other desired products by the cultivation of certain plants and the raising of domesticated
animals (livestock).

¢ Though India is industrially a fast developing nation, still the agriculture in India employs
more than 50 percent of the population of the country and accounts for about 25 percent

of the national income,

Determinants of Agriculture

A griculture in India is determined by a set of factors. Some of the important factors:

1. Physical factors: relief, climate and soil.

2. [Institutional factors: Size of farm holdings, land tenure, and land reforms.

3. Infrastructural factors: Irrigation, power, transport, credit, market, insurance and storage
facilities.

4. Technological factors: High yielding varieties of seeds, chemical fertilisers, insecticides

and machinery.

Types of Farming

» Owing to variations in the physical environment and culture, a variety of farming
practices and cultivation systems have evolved in different parts of India.
e Subsistence Farming
e Shifting Agriculture
e Intensive Farming
e Dry Farming
e Mixed Farming Agriculture

e Terrace Cultivation
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Shifting Agriculture

e,

» This type of agriculture is performed by tribal people in a piece of forest land after
clearing the trees through felling and burning the trunks and branches.

» Once the land is cleared, crops are grown for two to three years and the land will get

abandoned as the fertility of the soil decreases. The farmers then move to new arcas and

the process will be repeated. They cultivate some grains and vegetable crops using the

manual labour. It 1s also called as “Slash and burn” cultivation.

Intensive Farming

» Intensive farming is an agricultural intensification and mechanization system that aims to
maximize yields from available land through various means, such as heavy use of
pesticides and chemical fertilizers.

» This intensification and mechanization has also been applied to the raising of livestock
with billions of animals, such as cows, pigs and chickens, being held indoors.

They have become known as factory farms. Intensive farming is practiced in Punjab,

Yf

parts of Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, and Madhya Pradesh in India.
Major Crops Cultivated in India
The major crops of India are divided into four major categories as follows:

1. Food crops (wheat, maize, rice, millets, pulses etc.).
2. Cash crops (sugarcane, tobacco, cotton, jute, oilseeds etc.).
3. Plantation crops (tea, coffee and rubber).

4. Horticulture crops (fruits, flowers and vegetables).

Horticulture Crops

» It refers to the cultivation of fruits, flowers and vegetables., Fruits and vegetables are
important supplement to the human diet, as they provide essential minerals, vitamins, and
fibres required for maintaining health.

» India 1s in the second position in the production of fruits and vegetables. Apple is mostly
produced in Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir and Uttarakhand.
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